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SUBJECT: STATUS OP U.S. ARMY MEDICAL RESEARCH UNIT 
REF: STATE 126080 (DTG 01 1956Z JUN 77) 

1. U.S. ARMY MEDICAL RESEARCH UNIT IN KENYA WAS ESTABLISHED 

IN MARCH 1973 UNDER TERMS OF RESEARCH GRANT AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
WALTER REED ARMY INSTITUTE OF RESEARCH AND KENYA MINISTRY OP 
AGRICULTURE. GRANT AGREEMENT WAS FOR PERIOD OF ONE YEAR, 

SUBJECT TO ANNUAL RENEWAL, AND IT HAS BEEN REGULARLY RENEWED 
WITHOUT SUBSTANTIAL MODIFICATION. GRANT DOCUMENT COVERS 
SCOPE OP RESEARCH, SHARING OP COSTS ETC., BUT DOES NOT 
SPELL OUT PORMAL BASIS POR STATUS OP PERSONNEL AS IS 
APPARENTLY THE CASE IN THAILAND. 

2. EMBASSY HAS POLLOWED THE PRACTICE OF ANNOUNCING PERSONNEL 
OP USAMRU TO FOREIGN MINISTRY AS ADMINISTRATIVE/TECHNICAL 
STALE OP THE DIPLOMATIC MISSION COVERED BY VIENNA 
CONVENTION ON DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS. GOK HAS ROUTINELY 
ACCEPTED THIS NOTIFICATION. 
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3. USARMU IS IN POSSESSION OP INTERAL GOK CORRESPON- 
DENCE DATED JANUARY THROUGH MARCH 1973 INDICATING THAT 
MINISTRIES OP POREIGN APFAIRS, DEPENSE AND PINANCE ALL 
CONCURRED IN MINISTRY OP AGRICULTURE DECISION TO ESTAB- 
LISH USAMRU ON "PERMANENT BASIS, DEPINED AS RESEARCHERS 
LIVING AND WORKING IN KENYA ON A YEARLY RENEWABLE GRANT 
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FROM THE U.S. GOVERNMENT. 

4. EMBASSY PERCIEVES NO BENEEIT TO USAMRU OR TO 

U.S. GOVERNMENT IN FORMALIZING AN ARRANGEMENT THAT HAS 
WORKED WELL AND WHICH ENJOYS THE AUTHORITY OF ACCEPTANCE 
OVER MORE THAN FOUR YEARS. WE DO NOT BELIEVE USAMRU'S 
STATUS WOULD BE ANY MORE SECURE UNDER EORMAL AGREEMENT 
IN THE EVENT OE POLITICAL CHANGES; ITS EVERDAY WORK 
REQUIRES ACTIVE COOPERATION OE VETERINARY RESEARCH 
LABORATORY OE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, AND OE THIS 
COOPERATION WERE WITHDRAWN THERE WOULD BE LITTLE 
POINT IN ATTEMPTING TO CONTINUE ITS ACTIVITY. WE FEEL 
PERSONNEL ARE ADEQUATELY PROTECTED BY VIENNA CONVENTION 
STATUS, WHICH IS SAME STATUS ENJOYED BY LARGE NUMBER OE 
NON-DIPLOMATIC PERSONNEL OE THE EMBASSY. 

5. ON NEGATIVE SIDE OE THE COIN, EMBASSY WOULD BE 
RELUCTANT TO SEEK EORMAL GOVERNMENT-TO-GOVERNMENT 
AGREEMENT WITH GOK FOR STATIONING MILITARY PERSONNEL 
IN KENYA, SINCE EXISTENCE OE SUCH AN AGREEMENT WOULD 
EXPOSE KENYA TO POTENTIAL ACCUSATIONS BY MORE RADICAL 
AERICAN STATES OE HAVING COMPROMISED HER NON-ALIGNMENT. 
MOREOVER, WE ARE TOLD BY USAMRU THAT VETERINARY 
LABORATORIES MIGHT REGARD REQUEST EOR EORMAL AGREE- 
MENT AS IMPLICIT SLAP AT ITS RECORD OE PEREORMANCE IN 
PROVIDING FACILITIES FOR USAMRU, OR AT MINIMUM WOULD 

BE IRRITATED BY NEED EOR MAJOR BUREAUCRATIC EEEORTS TO 
CLEAR THE WHOLE OPERATION THROUGH THE KENYA GOVERNMENT 
AGAIN. 
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6. FINALLY, WE WOULD POINT OUT THAT WE REGARD USAMRU 
PRESENCE AS USEEUL PRECEDENT EOR STATUS THAT WILL BE 
ACCORDED TO 14-MAN USAF TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FTF.T.D TEAM 
(TAFT) THAT BEGINS OPERATIONS IN KENYA ON JUNE 15. WHILE 
WE HAVEDETAILED WRITTEN UNDERSTANDING WITH MINISTRY OE 
DEEENSE ABOUT EINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITES AND OTHER MATTERS 
CONCERNING TAET, EORMAL CONVENTION THROUGH SIMPLE EXPEDIENT 
OE ANNOUNCING NEW ARRIVALS TO EOREIGN MINISTRY AS 
ADMINISTRATIVE/TECHNICAL STAFE OE THE DIPLOMATIC MISSION. 

WE WOULD NOT WISH TO TAMPER WITH STATUS OE USAMRU JUST 
AS TAET IS BEING LAUNCHED. 

7. FOR FOREGOING REASONS, WE BELIEVE IT IS NEITHER 
TIMELY NOR NECESSARY TO APPROACH GOK TO FORMALIZE 
STATUS OE UNAMRU KENYA. 

LINDSTROM 
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